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franchise more than nine-tenths of their Negro inhabitants
inspired an agitation in Louisiana to cut off the Negro
vote by similar means, and this agitation came to a head
in the Constitutional Convention of that year. Mr.
Washington, assisted by T. Thomas Fortune, the well-
known Negro editor, and Mr. Scott, his secretary, pre-
pared an open letter addressed to this convention which
was taken to the convention by Mr. Scott and placed in
the hands of the suffrage committee as well as the editors
of the New Orleans Times-Democrat and the Picayune, the
leading daily papers of the State. Extracts from the letter
were sent out by the local representative of the Associated
Press and widely published throughout the country.
These New Orleans editors expressed to Mr. Scott their
approval of the letter and their substantial agreement with
its main features, and promised to publish it in full, which
they not only did, but accompanied it by editorial re-
views, This letter stated in part:

"The Negro agrees with you that it is necessary to the
salvation of the South that restriction be put upon the
ballot. . . . With the sin ceres t sympathy with you
in your efforts to find a way out of the difficulty, I want
to suggest that no State in the South can make a law that
will provide an opportunity or temptation for an ignorant
white man to vote and withhold the same opportunity from
an ignorant colored man, without injuring both men.
, . . Any law controlling the ballot, that is not abso-
lutely just and fair to both races, will work more perma-
,nent injury to the whites than to the blacks.